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Mary Anning (1799 -1847) was an English fossil collector, dealer, and
palaeontologist who became known around the world for important
finds she made in Jurassic marine fossil beds in the diffs along the
English Channel at Lyme Regis in the county of Dorset in Southwest

England.

How Fossils are Formed

A living animal swimming in the sea,

The animal dies and its body sinks to
the sea floor, Other animals and
bacteria feast upon its body.

Only the bones of the animal are
left behind.

Mud and other minerals wash over
the skeleton and build up a layer
over the bones.

Over hundreds, Thousands and
millions of years more and more
layers of sediment build UF burying
the skeleton deeper. The layers
eventually form sedimentary rocks,

The minerals from the skeleton are
left behind in the rocks showing a
‘print’ of the living animal.
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