
 
 
 
 
 

  

VOCABULARY  VOCABULARY 

A.D Used to show 
that a date is 
after the year 
0. This is 
counted 
forwards, so 
AD 100 is 
before AD 200. 

 Irrigation  A system of 
canals or 
channels 
Egyptians dug 
to supply water 
to grow crops. 

 

B.C Used to show 
that a date is 
before the year 
0. This is 
counted 
backwards, so 
200 BC is 
before 100 BC.  

Pharaoh A ruler of 
Ancient Egypt 

 

Cartouche An oval shape 
in which the 
names of kings 
and queens 
were written in 
hieroglyphics 
to show that 
they were 
special. 

 Ra Sun god, lord 
of the gods. 
Sailed his boat 
through the sky 
during the day 
and through 
the underworld 
at night. 

 

Embalming The process of 
preserving a 
body by 
delaying the 
natural effects 
of death. 

 

Osiris God of the 
dead. 

 

Hieroglyphics A system of 
writing that 
used pictures 
and symbols 
instead of 
letters. 

 

Silt Fine particles 
of soil, clay or 
sand carried 
and left by 
water. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

• The river Nile was essential to life in ancient 
Egypt. Every year, it flooded, leaving behind 
a black silt that enriched the soil for growing 
crops.  

• The river was also used to irrigate fields in 
other areas.  

• Most people lived along and around the Nile. 
This is still true in Egypt today.  

• The river was used for water, fishing and 
trade.  

• Mud from the river was used for bricks and 
papyrus plants were used to make paper. 
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VOCABULARY  VOCABULARY 

albatross  Large bird with 
long narrow 
wings 

fissures  Narrow 
opening or 
crack of 
considerable 
length 

anguish  Great mental 
or physical 

pain 

   

authority  A power or 
right to give 

orders. 

   

bewildered  Great 
confusion- very 

puzzled 

   

blighted  To destroy    

collided  Forceful impact    

composure  Ability to stay 
calm 

    

crescendo  Loudest point 
reached 

    

cascaded  Pour 
downwards 

rapidly 

    

dinghy  A small 
inflatable boat 

    

distraught  Someone who 
is very 

troubled, 

    


