
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of Book: Boy at the Back of the Class 

Date Published: 2018 

Author: Onjali Q. Raúf    

Genre: Friendship, courage. 

QUOTES 
“But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn’t very 
strange at all. He’s a refugee who’s run away from 
a War. A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies 
that hurt people. And the more I find out about him, 
the more I want to help.” 

DISCUSSION POINTS 

▪ Is it always wrong to judge someone when 
you first meet them? 

▪ Is it right to fight back?  

▪ Should all countries have to accept 
refugees?  

VOCABULARY  VOCABULARY 

Asylum 
seeker 

 

A person who 
seeks 
protection from 
their country, in 
another 
country. 

Harass 

 

Subject to 
aggressive 
pressure or 
intimidation. 

Assimilate 

 

To take 
something in 
and make it 
part of the thing 
it has joined. 

Ingenious 

 

Clever, 
original, and 
inventive. 

Belonging 

 

A love for a 
place or 
situation. 

Integrate 

 

Combine one 
thing with 
another to 
form a whole. 

Bigotry 

 

A liking or 
dislike for one 
thing rather 
than another 
without good 
reason. 

Immigrant  

 

Someone who 
has come to 
one country 
from another. 

Citizen 

 

Legally 
recognised 
person of a 
country or 
commonwealth. 

Migrant 

 

Someone who 
has left their 
home country 
to live in 
another. 

Clamouring 

 

Make a protest 
or demand. 

Refugee 

 

Person who 
flees their 
country for 
safety. 

Gangly 

 

Tall and skinny. Scruples 

 

Feeling of 
doubt or 
hesitation. 

Global citizen 

 

Someone who 
understands 
the wider world 
and their place 
in it. 

Seclusion 
 

 

The state of 
being alone. 
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VOCABULARY  VOCABULARY 

albatross  Large bird with 
long narrow 
wings 

fissures  Narrow 
opening or 
crack of 
considerable 
length 

anguish  Great mental 
or physical 

pain 

   

authority  A power or 
right to give 

orders. 

   

bewildered  Great 
confusion- very 

puzzled 

   

blighted  To destroy    

collided  Forceful impact    

composure  Ability to stay 
calm 

    

crescendo  Loudest point 
reached 

    

cascaded  Pour 
downwards 

rapidly 

    

dinghy  A small 
inflatable boat 

    

distraught  Someone who 
is very 

troubled, 
confused or 

has gone crazy 

    

flimsy  Weak 
inadequate 

    


