
ENGLISH WRITING LESSON – 3.6.20 
 

USE OF DASHES 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
In this extract from Chapter 2, dashes are used in two ways: 
 

1. As a pair, around a bit of extra information (similar to how you would use a pair of commas) 
2. Like a single comma to mark a pause in the sentence.  

 
But ….. how and why do you use them like this? 
 
If you can, click on this link to read more:  
or this link to take you to an online clip about how to use them like the first example about 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrdyvk7 
 
We are going to practise using them for parenthesis, like the first example. 
Here’s a couple more from Chapter 2: 
 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrdyvk7


DEVELOPING (1) 
 

 
 
 
Write 5 sentences of your own that use a pair of dashes around ‘extra’ information. 
 
If you are stuck, just use the example sentences in the questions above and just change the 
subject, object or verb 
E.g. The dog – a white husky – had run away from home.  
  



DEVELOPING (2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXPECTED (1) 
 
 

 
 
 
Now come up with some of your own.  

 

• Think of any sentence and try and add some humour, sarcasm or something that needs 
emphasizing.  

• Use the examples above to give you a starting point! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXPECTED (2) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Decide where the dashes should go in these sentences and write out the whole sentences 
with the dashes included.   
 
1. Her brother the one that is always in trouble was sent to Mrs. Grant’s office yesterday. 
 
2. It was his friend his only friend who offered him help. 
 
3. A child astronaut if ever such a thing existed would not be able to control a spaceship.  
 
4. Liam Digby if you can believe it managed to get himself on a manned mission to space.  
 
5. The children shouting and screaming in a frenzy didn’t know what to do.  
 
6. Liam’s parents feeling sick with worry didn’t know what had happened to him or where he was. 
 
  



GREATER DEPTH (1)  
 

 
 
 
1. Read the sentence and decide if the dashes are in the correct place or not.  
 
a) Her brother the one - that is always in trouble - was sent to Mrs. Grant’s office yesterday. 

 
b) It was - his friend his only friend - who offered him help. 
 
c) A child astronaut - if ever such a thing existed - would not be able to control a spaceship.  
 
d) Liam Digby if you can believe it-  managed to get himself on a manned mission - to space.  
 
e) The children - shouting and screaming in a frenzy - didn’t know what to do.  
 
f) Liam’s parents - feeling sick with worry - didn’t know what had happened to him or where he 

was. 
 
2. For the ones that were incorrect, write them out again, using dashes correctly.  
  



GREATER DEPTH (2)  
 

 
 
 

Write 5 sentences of your own, thinking of an appropriate clause or phrase to  
put inside the pair of dashes.  
 
 
Use the sentences above as a guide to help you.  
 


