
ENGLISH LESSON – 22.5.20 
 

Should Jim return to the Workhouse? 
 

“He had no idea where to go nw.  He knew he couldn’t live in the crates again, not without Shrimps 
……..It was easy to hide in the darkness between the lamps but he couldn’t stay there all night. It 
was too cold to stand still and too muddy to sit down.” 
 
“Everywhere he looked there were black bundles, like little heaps of rags but as he stood still and 
let his eyes grow used to the new darkness, he could see that those bundles were boys, huddled 
up for the night on their rooftop home.” 
 
➢ Is it going to be safe for Jim to stay here with the other boys? 
➢ Is this place a better ‘home’ than the crates or is it equally dangerous? 
➢ Should Jim return to the Workhouse? 

 
➢ Discuss your thoughts about this, based on everything you know about the workhouse, life on 

the Victorian streets for a destitute boy, the time of year it is, what happened to homeless 
children in Victorian times.  

 
➢ Make a list giving all the arguments you can think of for and against Jim returning to the 

Workhouse.  
 

Reasons FOR Jim going back to the 
Workhouse 

Reasons AGAINST Jim going back to the 
Workhouse  

😊 

 

😊  

 

😊  

 

😊  

 

😊  

 
 

☹ 

 

☹ 

 

☹ 

 

☹ 

 

☹ 

 

 
 

➢ Decide which opinion is your strongest and write a persuasive speech to Jim, making him 
agree with your decision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim, I have come to you today to tell you that you should …………….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
These Writing Purpose Posters can be found on the School Website in the ‘Writing’ Section 
of the Home Learning Section. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


