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How to Paint Pebbles 

Painting stones and pebbles is a fun and memorable way to finish up a day 

trip to the beach, a riverside walk, or a woodland scavenger hunt. Your 

children will enjoy collecting a small bucket or tub full of treasures to keep or 

transform into their own masterpieces. The easiest canvases are probably the 

wide, flat, grey stones you get at the seaside; but don't forget to collect 

smaller, interestingly coloured stones that look beautiful when wet – you can 

do something with these too! To begin, all you need is a few simple materials: 

• Pebbles and stones 

• Poster or acrylic paint 

• Paintbrushes 

• A glass of water 

• A colour mixing dish 

• Clear nail varnish 

To turn your pebbles into works of art, do the following: 

1. Decide what you're going to use the finished stone for (check out 

our painting pebbles ideas below). 

2. Paint the stone with your design. Kids can be as creative as they like here – 

and don't forget to sign your artwork too! 

3. Allow the paint to dry and then cover it with a protective layer of clear nail 

varnish; this will also give your stone a nice shiny finish. 

4. Once this is dry, your painted stone is complete! 

Ideas for Painting Pebbles 

The great thing about painted pebbles is that you can use the finished pieces 

to decorate your home or garden, or your kids can give them as gifts to 

family and friends. One idea is to glue a magnet to the back of your pebble 

for a simple homemade fridge decoration, just be sure to use a light pebble! 

Here are a few more suggestions: 

• Garden animals or insects are the most common painted pebbles designs for 

kids, as these are the simplest to paint and look great dotted around the 

garden. 

• Hand or foot printed pebbles make great toddler keepsakes for parents and 

grandparents. 
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